SAW FLY
 3207
 SAXONY
 
file_0.wmf


is a large fish, and specimens taken off the
Atlantic coast of the United States have meas-
ured fifteen feet in length. The saw is some-
SAW  FISH
Under surface of head of fish.
times six or seven feet long and a foot wide
at the base. It is a powerful weapon and the
fish uses it to tear open the bodies of its vic-
tims. The mouth on the under surface of the
head has rough, flat teeth, used for crushing
the food.
SAW PLY, a large family of insects, so
called because the female is armed with a
number of sawlike organs with which she
perforates the stalks and other parts of
plants for depositing her eggs. The fluid in-
jected into the perforation causes a gall-like
swelling, where the larva lives. Different
species infest different plants, and the larvae
are destructive in different ways; though they
may practically disappear for several years
at a time, they again become very numerous
and do much damage to wheat, turnips, cur-
rants and other crops.
SAXE, sax, john godfrey (1816-1887),
an American humorous poet, journalist and
lecturer, born at Highgate, Vt. He practiced
law for a time, but abandoned this for a liter-
ary career. His claim to fame rests upon
his humorous poems included in Progress, a
satirical poem; The Honey King; The Fly-
ing Dutchman; Fables and Legends of Many
Countries and Leisure-Dai/ Rhymes.
SAX'IFBAGrE, the popular name of a
genus of plants, many of which grow in
stony soil. All species are inhabitants of
highland regions of the cold and temperate
parts of the northern hemisphere. Most of
them have tufted foliage and panicles of
white, yellow or red flowers, and many are
well known as ornamental plants in gardens.
The best known species are the beefsteak, or
strawberry, geranium, imported from China;
the golden saxifrage, and the swamp saxi-
frage.
SAX'ONS, a warlike Germanic people who
in the fifth and sixth centuries invaded Bri-
tain and laid the foundation for the Saxon
Jdngdom in the island. A part of the people
remained on the continent, where they had
 spread over what is now Northwestern Ger-
many as far as the Elbe. They were con-
quered by Charlemagne, who forced them to
embrace Christianity. The German state,
Saxony, takes its name from the Saxons who
originally inhabited that part of Europe.
SAX'ONY, a kingdom of the former Ger-
man Empire, whose ruler, Friedrieh August
II, abdicated in November, 1918, at the time
of the revolution which overthrew the impe-
rial German government. Thereupon a dem-
ocratic government was established in
Saxony, which became one of the states of
the German republic. Saxony is situated
in the eastern part of Germany, and is
bounded on the southeast and east by Czecho-
slovakia. Prussia, Reuss, S axe-Weimar,
Saxe-Altenburg and Bavaria are the German
states which border upon it. The area is
5,789 square miles, and the population is over
3,000,000. Leipzig, Dresden, Chemnitz and
Plauen are the chief cities.
The state is traversed by the Elbe River,
and has several ranges of mountains with
rich mines of silver, iron, coal and other min-
erals. About one-fourth of the country is
covered with forests. Abundant crops of po-
tatoes and cereals are harvested, and the
state is also a prosperous manufacturing re-
gion. At Meissen is a state porcelain factory
which produces the famous Dresden china;
Leipzig is a world center of printing and
publishing.
History. The name Saxony was originally
given to the country in which the Saxons
dwelt. These people were conquered by the
Franks in 785 and were completely sub-
jugated within the next twenty years. Later
the Saxons and most of their country were
incorporated into the empire of Charles the
Great. Owing to the attacks by Slavs and
Northmen the people organized the country
into divisions called marks, for the purpose
of mutual protection. These were governed
by dukes, one of whom, with his descendants,
extended his power over the entire region
known as Saxony and thus formed the old
Saxony duchy. In 919 Henry, the ruler of
this duchy, was elected king of Germany and
his family ruled the country until 1024. Dur-
ing" the Middle Ages the kingdom formed
various alliances and was ruled by a number
of different families.
At the breaking out of the Reformation
the country was ruled by Frederick the "Wise,
who was an intimate friend of Luther an<j

